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Integrated Urban Planning—why, what, how?
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Technical Rationale
▪ Systems approach—assumption: Complex challenges need integrated 

solutions 
▪ Urban planning benefits of coordination
▪ Economics of integration

Program Rationale
Central GEF Tenet for Impact Programs and GPSC objective.
GPSC Objective: To support participating cities in developing or enhancing their capacities and 
processes for an evidence-based, integrated approach toward resilience and sustainability

Rationale integrated approaches 
Why?



IPCC SR1.5 
speaks of 

grave risks to 
the planet 

Land use

Energy

Industry

Cities Cities are 1 of 
4 systems 

offering hope 
for change



We need to 
reach net zero 
emissions by 

2050

But this 
requires 

strong action 
by 2020



Four types of integration

1. Vertical integration—national, regional, local—lagging regions 

2. Horizontal integration—across sectors and systems

3. Natural and human systems integration—between biodiversity and 
wetlands, or watersheds, and the city 

4. Poor and Non-Poor—last mile connectivity; spatial divides 

5. Other types?

Well known successes—New York, Paris, London, Tokyo, Singapore, Hong Kong, Seoul
Lesser known examples—Integrated urban planning in African cities context—FCV, and 
low-and-middle income countries—where urbanization is increasingly occurring

What?



Why Now?



How?



GEF7 Scaleup support for Integrated 
Urban Planning











Geospatial analytics for better evidence-based 

spatial planning and urban management.

GEF-7: Leveraging new partners for data and 

analysis methods to further support cities.

Imagery provided by the European Space Agency to GPSC participating cities   

Leveraging Big Data for Smart and Slum Solutions 

World Bank’s Data Collaboratives with technology companies to 

solve development challenges















Mexico City
Urban growth 
Scenarios informed 
policy choices.



Thank you! 
www.thegpsc.org

gpsc@worldbankgroup.org


