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AfDB-GEF partnership

 High leverage: The AfDB 
consistently mobilized co-
financing of 1:5 and more 
expected for GEF-7

 With 50% of its GEF portfolio 
funded by the LDCF, AfDB 
ranks second leading agency 
for the LDCF

 Portfolio diversification in 
GEF6, stronger focus on non-
grant financing and multi 
focal area projects

 Investments in all GEF focal 
areas, including innovative
approaches in private sector 
financing
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AfDB-GEF Portfolio 2010-2017



Additional people living in 
urban areas per year, 2015 -45

Urban challenges on the African continent (1)
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(Source : MkKinsey Global 
Institute, Sept 2016)

Number of 
urban 

dwellers may 
reach 1.2 
billion by 

2045



Urban challenges on the African continent (2)
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Lack of infrastructure is a major factor (USD 90 billion/year needed)

Infrastructure &

Transport
 Concrete road networks are very negligible in

Africa, limited to downtown urban centers

 Among the 13 biggest African cities, less than

half of the roads are paved

Electrification & 

sanitation

 In Africa, more than 60% of urban dwellers

live in +/- overpopulated areas, are not well

housed with lack of adequate access to safe

water and sanitation

ICT

 Investments in ICT in Africa reached

USD 2.7 billion in 2015

Housing

 Housing needs in Africa were estimated at

around USD 20-25 billion/year

Demographic growth, environmental constraints and the need to improve the quality 

of life of urban dwellers require new means of shared mobility



AfDB’s involvement in the urban development space

 Steady growth of urban investments
- 90 M USD to 500 M USD in (2005-
2016, 1.5 B annual average w/ ICT)

 Long-term urban planning and 
strategies in partnership with local 
municipalities

 In 2016, 8 major African cities 
supported benefitting 10 M 
commuters 

 AfDB’s leading role in regional 
integration through improved 
coordination between RMCs with 
support to transport corridors

 AfDB’s 2013-2022 strategy and High 
5 priorities emphasize financing 
from private sector, including FDI for 
inclusive and green growth
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Annual AfDB commitments in
Urban transport, 2017



AfDB Transport & ICT active portfolio (2017) (1)
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• USD 11.1 billion 
(116 projects 
across 44 
African 
countries)

• 37% of portfolio 
= multinational 
projects



AfDB Transport & ICT active portfolio (2017) (2)
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AfDB and the 
GEF6 Sustainable 

Cities IAP



AfDB and the GEF7 Sustainable Cities IP
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 GEF6 Cities-IAP: Abidjan 
Integrated Sustainable Urban 
Planning and Mgt (7.1 M)

 GEF6 Urban: Urban Flood 
Resilience in Yaoundé (4 M), 
SUDP & Waste Mgt (7.9 M)

 For GEF-7: GEF Abidjan Project 
Phase 2, Dakar coastal highway, 
UDP Phase 1 in Cameroon, 
Nairobi BRT, UDP Phase 2 in 
Mozambique

 Indicative GEF7- co-financing: 
1.7 B USD

Private 
sector

Donors

Governme
nts
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For more information on the AfDB-
GEF partnership, please contact: 

• Ayanleh Daher Aden, GEF 
Coordinator: 
a.daheraden@afdb.org

• AfDB-GEF Team: 
GEF_AFDB@AFDB.ORG
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