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City of Paris
100 km²
2,27 million inhabitants

Paris greater urban area
12 000 km²
12 million inhabitants

Berlin
900 km²
3,7 million inhabitants

London
1 500 km² 
9 million inhabitants

Rome
1 300 km² 
2,8 million inhabitants
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A rich green heritage

32% of Paris is composed of vegetation

➢ 530 gardens and parks = 454 hectares

➢ Two large Woods representing 2000 hectares

➢ 600,000 trees in the city / 21% canopy surface

➢ 127 hectares of green roofs and walls
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Surprising diversity of environments
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And micro-environments
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Petite ceinture Paris 15  ©Philippe Jacob

The former railway belt : largest european colony of pipistrelle bat
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20 % additional gardens and parks since 2001

New mandate pledge 2020 to 2026 : 

➢ 100 hectares of neigbourhood greening spaces

➢ 30 hectares of new gardens

20% additionnal greening spaces by 2026

Greening public spaces
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20 000 additional trees 2014 to 2020

New mandate pledge 2020 to 2026 170 000 additional trees

Planting trees

Urban forets
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Banning chemical inputs :
Starting 2001 
Completed in 2009

Differentiated
management 

Respecting nesting periods

Late mowing (twice a year)

Ecological management
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Involving everyone

Parisculteurs

Reinventing Paris

150 Community gardens
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Improving and sharing knowledge, thanks to scientists, associations and citizens
• Inventories
• Fields studies
• Participative sciences

Pupils discovering birds of 
Paris 

Flora inventory in 
Vincennes wood

Counting butterflies in 
Père-Lachaise cemetery

Involving everyone
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« Sparrow Neighborhoods »

Involving everyone
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A new « bioclimatic »
urban masterplan

(2024)

Relying on ecological
corridors / reservoirs

Protecting and promoting

• Trees

• Private green ground

• Green roofs and walls

• Permeabilization
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A tool for (auto)evaluation of Parisian urban projects

Designed for non ecologists / specialists

Initial state / Projected state / Offset measures

Provides a guide for solutions to improve buildings / land

Free and soon to be on-line 

The « BIODIVSCORE »
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Anticipating climate change
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Recognizing cities leadership for climate and nature action



Francois.moreau@paris.fr
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THANK YOU
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How do we know ?

• A dedicated team of ecologists and 
naturalists within the City

• A Biodiversity Observatory

• Links with academics and NGOs

• 2 Nature Atlas - 1st edition in 2007
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An ambitious Biodiversity Plan

2nd Edition 2018 - 2024

Political steering comitee

30 actions such as :  

• Planting 50% of local native varieties

• Creating ponds and wetlands

• Ensuring animal welfare



100 Guided tours
catalogue

50 Conferences
catalogue

20 Tutorials

8 Ambulant
expositions 

30 On-line
quizzes

25 Sustainable walks app

Posters

30 Podcasts

2 VR fauna movies
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Pied d'arbre Paris20 © Yann Le Bourligu
Jardin Folie Titon Paris 11°© A. GUILLEMAUD

Changing the way we look at urban nature
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Leaf volume equivalence for mandatory tree cutting
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User competition

• Joggers / sports

• Dogs

• Kids playgrounds

• Walkers

• Sunbathing

• Events

• Biodiversity

Jardin Partagé du ruisseau 75018© A. Guillemaud
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6 bee families / 134 species 3 of which figure in the IUCN red list

Halictidae (34)

Andrenidae (25)

Apidae (24)

Megachilidae (20) Colletidae (14)

Melittidae (2)
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50+ protected areas

27 Bird Protection league (LPO) refuges

Hedgehog refuge

Protecting biodiversity


