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Cities, suburbs, and the global infrastructure system have a devastating

impact on nature, affecting nearly a third of threatened species.

44% of global GDP in cities ($31 trillion) is estimated to be at risk of

disruption from nature loss and urban expansion is undermining

nature's critical contributions to society - such as air quality, flood and

drought prevention, and food security.

A nature-positive transition for cities is needed to:

• Reverse the existing negative impact of cities on nature

• Make cities more hospitable to nature and wildlife

• Reimagine the relationship between cities and the

surrounding areas

We must transform our cities, ensure they operate in harmony with

nature offer urban dwellers healthy, resilient and prosperous lives.

Context



Vision 

Establishing and mainstreaming 

the concept of nature-positive 

urban development

Catalyzing multi-stakeholder 

cooperation to make cities 

engines of planet-compatible 

economic growth, resilience and 

well-being



Current impact

Curating the Global Commission of experts on BiodiverCities by 

2030

Orienting systems approach decision making via the 

Transformation Map on BiodiverCities

Scouting and supporting a community of innovators and 

entrepreneurs enabling the transition to nature-positive cities

Insight Report “BiodiverCities by 2030: Transforming cities’ relationship 

with nature”

Socializing the concept at milestone events and through op-eds such as:

✓ WEF Annual Meeting, COP26 Live & Sustainable Development Impact Summit

✓ World Cities Day 2021

✓ Urban Transformation Summit 2021

✓ UNEA Cities and Nature Summit

https://www.weforum.org/biodivercities-by-2030/global-commission
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/11/what-is-a-transformation-map/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poZ626nEpeA
https://www.weforum.org/reports/biodivercities-by-2030-transforming-cities-relationship-with-nature
https://www.weforum.org/events/forum-cop26-live-2021/
https://www.weforum.org/events/sustainable-development-impact-summit-2021
https://www.weforum.org/events/urban-transformation-summit-2021


Global Commission of Experts



Insight Report – BiodiverCities by 2030: Transforming Cities’ 
Relationship with Nature

Read key messages here

https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Biodivercities_by_2030_Insight_Report_Key_Messages.pdf


Next steps

Raising policy ambition and business engagement at global and regional 

levels

Strengthening enabling environments for nature-positive 

interventions in cities

Catalysing leadership and influencing system change to 

integrate nature in urban planning, policies and investments

Supporting and promoting BiodiverCities innovation across sectors

Partnering with cities to pilot solutions for nature-positive interventions



BiodiverCities Innovation Challenge

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poZ626nEpeA
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natureactionagenda@weforum.org

https://www.weforum.org/biodivercities-by-2030/home

Thank you

mailto:natureactionagenda@weforum.org
https://www.weforum.org/biodivercities-by-2030/home


Annexes



BiodiverCities Transformation Map

Interactive, dynamic data visualisation for presenting information related to BiodiverCities and its interdependencies 

with other relevant topics. Visit the map on the Forum Strategic Intelligence Platform.

https://intelligence.weforum.org/topics/a1G680000004DsJEAU


Op-Eds published on the WEF Agenda

Read more here. Read more here. Read more here.

Read more here. Read more here. Read more here.

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/01/biodivercities-nature-initiative-transform-cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/06/cities-ecosystems-biodiversity-climate-change/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/08/cities-urbanization-biodiversity-nature
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/11/how-to-measure-ecological-performance-cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/11/nature-positive-cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/11/innovation-to-accelerate-the-transition-to-nature-positive-cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/01/biodivercities-nature-initiative-transform-cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/06/cities-ecosystems-biodiversity-climate-change/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/08/cities-urbanization-biodiversity-nature/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/11/how-to-measure-ecological-performance-cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/11/innovation-to-accelerate-the-transition-to-nature-positive-cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/11/nature-positive-cities/

