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Session Overview

This Second Deep Dive session provides an overview of some of the major 

tools and guidance documents that can help cities develop, evaluate, and 

monitor their progress on urban biodiversity and nature efforts.

This presentation is organized around three themes that will help you develop 

your own urban ecological planning and management systems:

1. Measurement and Management Tools

2. Ecological Planning Tools

3. Implementation Tools



Measurement and Management Tools



Measuring Biodiversity and Nature: Indices







Ecological Planning Tools



Phase 1: 

Urban Situational 
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Sustainable Urban 

Development 

Planning
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Sustainable Action 

Planning
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Implementation 

and Management 

of Projects

Tools To Help You Develop Strategic Plans
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Edmonton’s Official City Plan





Tools to Understand Ecological Connectivity





Implementation Tools:

Valuing Natural Assets, Nature-based 

Solutions, and Financing







Municipal Natural Assets Initiative

Canadian Standards 

Association will 

release a new 

standard for Municipal 

Natural Assets in 2023



Nature Based Solutions

The European Commission 

defines NBS as solutions that are 

“inspired and supported by 

nature, which are cost-effective, 

simultaneously provide 

environmental, social and 

economic benefits and help build 

resilience.



Standards For Nature-based Solutions

Two Standards You 

Should Comsider:

IUCN Global Standard for 

Nature-based Solutions

Evaluating the Impact of 

Nature-Based Solutions: 

A Handbook for 

Practitioners 



Climate Resilience Gap and Urban Nature: 

Applying Nature Based Solutions

Union of Concerned Scientists



Project Management and Finance



Surveys of Global Urban Biodiversity Planning 

(If it’s been done, you can do it too)



Summary and Recommendations 

1. Measuring biodiversity performance is essential to determine progress

2. You will limit your success if your biodiversity strategies are not reflected in 

your master plan or official plan

3. Adopt standards wherever practicable to focus decision making processes

4. Tailor your connectivity strategy to the animals in your community and 

develop design guidelines to speed up the decision making process

5. Valuation of ecosystem services should consider quantitative and qualitative 

measures: some values may be too hard to value quantitatively

6. Make friends with your engineers: you will be thankful that you did

7. A tool is just a tool and some tools may not be useful in your context and you 

may need to consider creating new ones.



La Fin, Merci 


