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Our core action

XXX

Nature provides irreplaceable 
goods and services

Impact of human activity

Habitat destruction

Biodiversity loss



Why IFLA is needed

▪ Established in 1948 as the only international non-governmental organization that represents the 
world’s landscape architects

▪ Increase the visibility and credibility of the profession with international and regional organisations, 
including various United Nations Agencies

▪ Develop and promote the profession and discipline of Landscape Architecture
▪ Establish high standards of education, training, research and professional practice. 
▪ Promote the educational and professional international exchange of knowledge, skills and 

experience.
▪ Provide leadership and stewardship in all matters

IFLA plays a critical role in advancing the profession of landscape architecture and promoting the 
sustainable management and design of natural and built environments



Whom IFLA represents

▪ 80 member associations
▪ 5 regions (Africa, Americas, Asia-Pacific, Europe and the Middle East)
▪ 100,000 landscape architects within our membership
▪ 555 educational programmes in landscape architecture worldwide
▪ 1 million qualified landscape architects globally

https://www.iflaworld.com/members-associations


How IFLA is defined

Vision

▪ A thought leader 
reaching out and 
connecting with the 
profession of 
landscape architects 
globally.

Principles

▪ Globally connected and progressive.
▪ Leader and partner.
▪ Thinker globally and actor locally.

▪ Distinctive, go-to contact point for the landscape architecture 
profession.

▪ Promoter of environmental resilience and sustainability.
▪ Promoter of a broad understanding of landscape architecture 

practice.
▪ Advocate for strong, healthy and resilient communities.
▪ Supporter of infrastructure investment and green infrastructure.



Recent Milestones

o International Labour Organization’s (ILO) definition of landscape 
architecture

o Global programme for education recognition and accreditation
o UN agencies actively involved: UNESCO, UN-Habitat, UN-EP and 

WHO
o Establishment of an International Landscape Convention by UN-

Habitat
o Active participation at COP16 CBD, COP29 UNFCCC, WUF 12, COP 

16 UNCCD
o Launch of ‘Works With Nature’: a landscape architecture-led design 

framework for climate change, adaptation and mitigation
o MoUs signed: UN-Habitat, International Society for Urban Health (ISUH), International 

Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH), World Green Infrastructure Network (WGIN), 
Urban Biodiversity and Design Network (UrBIO), Council of Educators in Landscape 
Architecture (CELA). 

https://www.iflaworld.com/the-profession
https://www.iflaworld.com/the-profession
https://www.iflaworld.com/newsblog/works-with-nature-low-carbon-adaptation-techniques-for-a-changing-world-new-publication-launches-at-cop29


Our Global Focus

Climate Action and Biodiversity

Health, Wellbeing and Nature-Based Solutions

Community Participation

Technology and Evidence-Based Design 

Food Security

Traditional Knowledge and Indigenous Practices 



Climate Action and Biodiversity
Biodiversity Beyond Emissions

Hunter's Point South Waterfront Park Phase II
SWA Landscape Architect
Long Island City, New York, USA

o Broader Climate Focus
Includes biodiversity and resources

o Biodiversity Preservation
Key for food and water security

o Sustainable Solutions
Drive climate resilience



Landscape architecture fosters 
health and well-being by 
integrating nature into urban 
spaces, enhancing mental and 
physical health outcomes for 
communities.

Sanya Mangrove Park, China
Turenscape Landscape Architects

Health and Wellbeing

Nature’s Healing Power



Community Participation

Grow with My Neighbourhood 
(Crezco con mi Barrio)

International Society for Urban Health
Bogota, Colombia

Fostering Inclusive Design

o Participatory Design 
Values community needs

o Fostering Inclusivity
Enhances project value

o Stakeholder Collaboration
Unites diverse perspectives 



Assessing landscape 
performance after 

implementation 

Tech Design
Innovative Technologies Shaping Biodiversity 
in Design 

GIS Mapping Digital Twins AI Integration

Utilising geographic data 
for informed planning

Creating virtual models 
for simulation and 

analysis

Leveraging artificial 
intelligence for design 

efficiency

Post-Occupancy 
Evaluation 



Food Security
Sustainable Urban Solutions

Landscape architects innovate 
urban farming to combat food 
insecurity and enhance 
biodiversity, leading to healthier, 
more liveable cities.

Orongo Station, New Zealand
NB Woltz Landscape Architects



Traditional knowledge is a 
treasure that offers invaluable 
insights into sustainable 
practices that have stood the test 
of time.

Wangayarta Memorial Park
Oxigen Landscape Architects, Australia

Traditional Knowledge and 
Indigenous Practices 



Our Approach
Empowering the World through Nature

Collaborative Design 
Workshops

Community Projects Teams in Action

Engaging stakeholders in 
innovative design 

processes

Local residents 
participating in greening 

initiatives

Experts from various 
fields collaborating on 

projects

Nature-Based 
Solutions

Showcasing landscapes 
that support local 

ecosystems



Changsha Xian River West Bank
GVL Work

Our Approach





o Roll out the Global Professional Standards Programme 
o Strengthen projects and participation with other global 

partners – UN, UN-HABITAT, UNESCO, ICOMOS, IUCN, FAO, 
ISUH, UIA, ISOCARP – to increase visibility and advocacy 

o Work with governments in countries where the profession is 
slowly emerging (e.g. Ethiopia, Tanzania, Bahrain, Bhutan, 
Kuwait, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Cambodia, Georgia, Kazakhstan)

o Launch of the new IFLA Knowledge Hub 
o COP 30 UNFCCC in Brazil

The success of IFLA depends on the success of its members

The Next 12 Months



1. Focus on the big picture

2. Be a thought leader

3. Establish networks that bring people and ideas 
together

4. Advocate for the values on which our profession 
is grounded

5. Work in partnership on all tasks

Key Lessons

Ribbon Dance Park, Xi’an City
TROP Landscape Architects



Our Partners



www.ifla2025.com

www.ifla2025.com

https://ifla2025.com/


president@iflaworld.org

▪ Suggestions and Feedback
▪ Corporate and Academic Membership
▪ Enrol in one of our many working 

programmes!



Mr Paul Chan

Blueprint for Tomorrow—Planning for Urban Resilience



Hong Kong Institute of 
Landscape Architects

Australian Institute of Landscape 

Architects (AILA)

New Zealand Institute of Landscape 

Architects (NZILA)

Mutual Recognition Agreement

• HKILA Inaugurated in April 1988 [1988年 4月香港園境師學會成立]

• HKILA Incorporation Ordinance enacted in 1996 [1996年《香港園境師

學會法團條例》通過，本會的法定地位及宗旨得到正式法例認可]

• Landscape Architects Registration Ordinance enacted in 1997, 

Landscape Architects Registration Board (LARB) formed in the same 

year [1997年 5月 臨時立法會通過《園境師註冊條例》(第 516 章), 同年

8月 設立園境師註冊管理局 (LARB)]

• Approximately 600 members including around 300 professional/ fellow 

members, in 2024 [2024年 會員約600人, 專業會員約300人]

• Accreditation to educational programmes and professional practice 

examination recognized by the government since 1990s.



Objects of the Institute provided in the Ordinance - 

- Promote general advance of landscape architecture…

- Raise the standard of landscape architecture…

- Represent views of the landscape architectural profession

- Advisory role to the government and the industry…

TAKING MORE PROACTIVE ROLE IN RECENT 
YEARS TO CONNECT AND TO COLLABORATE…









Asian Townscape Awards 2019 and Resilient City – Climate Adaptation Conference (November 2019)





ILAM NbS Express and MLAA launching (December 2024)



COP16 BIODIVERSITY HK FORUM (JANUARY 2025)



International Playful City Symposium (December 2024)



MoU Signing 
Ceremony

International Climate 
& Biodiversity 
Conference 
(March 2025)





Land Area of Hong Kong ~1100 km2
~25% of its land developed
~7% developed for residential purposes
>40% protected
>60% vegetated



Over 44,000 hectares of land protected under 
Country Park Ordinance 



Ultra-dense urban environment mainly around 
the coastline





根據《香港規劃標準與準則》每人應享有1平方米地區休憩用地及1平方米鄰舍
休憩用地，等於 2 平方米。
2.0 m2 of open space per person in urban areas under HKPSG – 1m2 LOS, 1m2 
DOS

香港特區政府政府《香港 2030+》規劃願景與策略建議將人均休憩用地增至2.5
平方米
Proposed to raise to 2.5 m2 in 2030+ Planning Vision and Strategy

鄰舍休憩用地需要在 400m 以內，地區休憩用地距離沒有特別要求
400m catchment radius for LOS, no catchment radius for DOS



總可計算的休憩用地約為 1930 公頃，
即每人 2.7 平方米（低於大多數其他
主要城市）

Total countable open space around 
1930 ha, i.e. 2.7 m2 per person 
(lower than most other major cities)

超過 1/4 的人口居住在 2平方米以下
的地區，超過 1/2的人口居住在 2.5 
平方米以下的地區

Over ¼  of the population living in 
areas below 2m2, and over ½  of the 
population living in areas below 2.5 
m2

約 1100公頃未開發的“O”區土地

Around 1100 hectare of 
undeveloped “O” zone land





• Government planned to build 15,000 

transitional housing units within 2020 to 2023

• Adopt MiC or else prefabricated components

• Outdoor landscape/ recreational provisions 

are often neglected both from the policy and 

from the funding considerations
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https://www.devb.gov.hk/filemanager/en/content_1044/20200510_09.html
https://www.bv.com/projects/flood-alleviation-program-keeps-happy-valley-hong-kong-happy/



In order to relieve the flood risk in urban areas, a stormwater storage tank is 
proposed in Shek Kip Mei Park with storage capacity of about 20,000 m3, together 
with the re-provision of Shek Kip Mei Park and associated landscape works. This 
project is to offer a quality and sustainable landscape architectural design solution, 
as well as to develop a multi-level public open space to promote the concept of 
Sponge City and resilience to climate change. An innovative design theme with 
water-friendly culture can provide an engaging and dynamic space for users to enjoy 
apart from flood prevention purpose.



HKILA's and WWF’s Joint Representation 
to the Draft San Tin Technopole Outline Zoning Plan (OZP) No. S/STT/C





加強新田科技城西北角的生境連貫性
Enhancing the habitat connectivity at 

the northwest corner of STT

Our 5 key Recommendations:

1

5

3

4

2

2

2

1

改善落馬洲口岸附近的陸生哺乳類動物走廊
Improving the wildlife corridor for terrestrial mammals 

near Lok Ma Chau Boundary Control Point (LMC BCP)
4

採用基於自然的解決方案 (NbS) 提高防洪能力
Adopting Nature-based Solutions (NbS) in

STT to increase flood resilience
2

改善鳥類飛行廊道的設計
Enhancing the flight corridor for birds5

推廣農業地境及多元景觀
Promoting agricultural landscape and diverse 

landscape typologies of open space
3

5

2

2

2

2







Prof Li Xiong

Chinese Society of Landscape Architects
Beijing Forestry University



The Chinese Society of Landscape Architecture

has always advocated for the

Planning and Construction of Blue-Green Infrastructure to 

Enhance Urban Resilience

Prof Li Xiong
Vice President

Chinese Society of Landscape Architects
Beijing Forestry University



CATALOGUE

Policy-Driven Enhancement of Urban Blue-Green 
Infrastructure: National Garden Cities + Sponge Cities

PART 1

Resilience Promoted Design for Diverse Types of Urban 
Green Spaces

PART 3

PART 2
Integrated Planning of Blue-Green Systems to Enhance 
Urban Resilience



National Garden City Construction

o It has been 33 years since the first National Garden Cities were 
established in 1992.

o Key greening indicators and park service coverage have 
significantly improved.

o The current standard includes 18 indicators under four goals: 
livability, comfort, resilience, and landscape character.

o Biodiversity criteria require that cities at or above the 
prefectural level have at least one botanical garden over 20 
hectares; by 2023, nearly 200 have been built nationwide.



Provincial Distribution of National Garden 
Cities as a Percentage of Total Cities

Achievements of National Garden City 
Construction

Since the launch of the first batch of "National Garden Cities " in 
1992, China has recognized 373 cities in 13 batches, accounting for 
52.3% of all cities nationwide. 

The evaluation has expanded from a single category to four: Garden 
Cities, Eco-Garden Cities, Garden Counties, and Garden Towns. 



Sponge City Construction

o Sponge Cities: From Concept (2012) to Definition (2013) 
In 2013, President Xi emphasized using natural methods to retain and manage 
rainwater, calling for cities to “absorb, infiltrate, and purify” water like 
sponges.

o Technical Guide for Sponge City Construction – Low Impact 
Development (LID) Stormwater System (Trial) 
Issued by the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, 2014 

o China released national guidelines to promote sponge city 
construction(2015)
China aims for 20% of urban areas to meet sponge city standards by 2020, 
and 80% by 2030.



Achievements of Sponge City 
Construction

The location and corresponding Vcr targets of thirty SPC pilot areas and the zoning map of volume capture ratio of annual rainfall in China 
Yin D, Chen Y, Jia H, et al. Sponge city practice in China: A review of construction, assessment, operational and maintenance[J]. Journal of Cleaner Production, 2021, 280: 124963.

o Coverage Area 
By 2021, over 300 cities in China had started 
sponge city projects. By 2025, the total area is 
expected to reach 3,936 km².

o Investment Scale
The 16 pilot cities invested 86.5 billion yuan in 
three years. From 2016 to 2020, total investment 
reached 1.06 trillion yuan. Another 60 billion 
yuan was added from 2021 to 2024.

o Key Technologies
Infiltration, detention, retention, purification, 
reuse, and drainage



o Green Space Quantity Control
Urban planning sets clear targets for green space ratio, coverage rate, 
and per capita park area to ensure total green space is properly 
managed.

o Integrated Blue-Green Layout
By connecting rivers, lakes, parks, and greenways, cities build an 
ecological network that improves both function and aesthetics.

o Improving Urban Resilience
Well-planned green and blue spaces help cities better cope with floods, 
heat, and other climate risks, boosting overall resilience.

Integrated Planning of Blue-Green 
Systems to Enhance Urban 
Resilience



Integrated Planning of Blue-
Green Systems to Enhance 
Urban Resilience
Beijing Tongzhou District

Tongzhou District has established a regional green space 
structure of “one shield, one axis, one ring, and multiple 
corridors”:

▪ One shield: Ecological buffer in the north
▪ One axis: A central green development corridor
▪ One ring: An outer ecological belt
▪ Multiple corridors: A network of waterways and greenways

The integrated layout of blue and green infrastructure 
strengthens ecological security and urban resilience 
through clear spatial structure and natural connectivity.



Integrated Planning of 
Blue-Green Systems to 
Enhance Urban Resilience

Tuojiang River, Chengdu 
The forest ecosystem relying on the river 
channel space
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The Tuojiang corridor creates an integrated 
blue-green space with three systems: 
ecological network, waterfront greenways, and 
cultural corridors—enhancing connectivity, 
livability, and heritage along a resilient urban 
riverfront.

未来 · “TOUR”江

幸福 · “TOUR”江

幸福 · “TOUR”江

滋味 · “TOUR”江

蓝绿交织的山-水-城整体空间



o Reducing Urban Runoff—Beijing Forestry University

o Purifying Rainwater and Alleviating Waterlogging—Qian’an 
Binhu East Road Greenbelt

o Reducing City Heat-island Effect —Qinhuangdao Coastal Forest 
Park 

o Biodiversity Enhancement—Construction of Garden City and 
Enhancement of Urban Biodiversity in Beijing

Resilience Strategies – Urban 
Stormwater management



Community & Campus Green Spaces
Beijing Forestry University

Resilience Strategies – Urban 
Stormwater management

Beijing Forestry University improved 
stormwater resilience by installing LID 
features such as sunken green spaces, 
bioretention cells, and detention ponds. 
On the 12,000 m² catchment green space, 
these systems achieved 5,855 m³ of annual 
runoff storage and reduced peak flows by 
46%–99% under different rainfall scenarios.



Park & Road Green Spaces
Qian’an Binhu East Road Greenbelt 

Qian 'an has been identified as one of the 
first batch of pilot cities for sponge cities.

The 24.44-hectare greenbelt project on East 
Binhu Road in Qian’an faces annual threats 
from 25,582.2 m³ of peak stormwater and 
runoff pollution from a 268.8-hectare urban 
catchment.

Water Safety—Dealing with 25,582.2 m³ 
of peak stormwater annually
Water Resources—Maximizing the use 
of collected surface runoff

Water Environment—Managing 
stormwater pollutants

Resilience Strategies – Urban 
Stormwater management



Filtering runoff through 
layered infiltration to control 
non-point source pollution 
and retain stormwater.



The terminal rain garden collects 
and purifies runoff. Its landscape 
allows for flooding and ensures 
the safety of the city.



Qinhuangdao Coastal Forest Park  

Resilience Strategies – 
Urban Heat Mitigation

Qinhuangdao Coastal Forest Park has 
effectively improved the microclimate 
near the urban surface and enhanced 
the comfort level of residents through 
the composite layout of urban forests 
and water bodies.

In summer, temperature dropped by 
up to 1.4°C, and humidity slightly 
increased.

Histogram of the average value of measured data of each monitoring point in the study area

Lai, Y.; Ning, Q.; Ge, X.; Fan,S. Thermal Regulation of Coastal Urban Forest Based on ENVI-Met Model—A Case Study in Qinhuangdao, China. Sustainability2022, 14, 7337.



The coastal forest park 
significantly improved thermal 
comfort by enhancing cooling 
and humidifying effects.



Beijing Garden City 

Resilience Strategies – 
Biodiversity Enhancement

o October 2021 | National Biodiversity Strategy Issued
China issued a national guideline to integrate biodiversity into regional and 
sectoral planning and improve policy and legal frameworks.

o December 2022 | Beijing Biodiversity Greening Plan Released
Beijing released a special greening plan (2022–2035) to enhance biodiversity 
through landscape design and ecological networks.

o April 2024 | Beijing Garden City Master Plan Published
The 2023–2035 plan calls for restoring habitats, building biodiversity-friendly 
parks, and establishing Beijing as a "City of Biodiversity."



Beijing's Garden City Construction: 
Biodiversity Achievements (Up to 2023)

Thanks to the greening efforts and biodiversity 
initiatives under Beijing’s Garden City 
development, the city—despite occupying only 
0.17% of China’s land—now harbors one-sixth of 
the nation’s plant species, one-tenth of its 
vertebrates, and over one-third of its bird 
species.

Zhai Z, Liu S, Li Z, et al. The spatiotemporal distribution patterns and impact factors of bird species richness: A case 
study of urban built-up areas in Beijing, China[J]. Ecological Indicators, 2024, 169: 112847.

Bird species locations



Beijing's Garden City Construction: 
Biodiversity Achievements (Up to 2023)

▪ Forest coverage reached 44.8%, 
urban green coverage 49.3%, and 
per capita park space 16.63 m²

▪ 12.8 million mu of forest and 79 
nature reserves established

▪ 608 vertebrate species, 2088 
vascular plants, 515 bird species—
ranking 2nd among G20 capitals

▪ Bird diversity rose: from ~300 
species in 2015 to 527 in 2025

Photo credits: Capital Greening Department
Locations: Beijing Cuihu Wetland, Olympic Forest Park and Yeyahu Wetland



www.iflaworld.org

www.iflaworld.org

https://www.iflaworld.com/
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