NATURE-BASED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM

Leveraging green infrastructure systems
to generate economic value, including
through urban nature tourism, while
supporting local livelihoods and city
competitiveness.

The role of natural and cultural assets as
drivers of sustainable development,
examine the growth of the (urban nature)
tourism economy, and how cities can
unlock this potential through intfegrated,
place-based strategies and urban
regeneration interventions.

Lindie Buirski

Lindie.Buirski@capetown.gov.zo Y
5 0 0 7 2115 ISIXEKO SASEKAPA

Manager: Environmental Planning and Sustainability STAD KAAPSTAD

Environmental Management Department
yd Making progress possible. Together
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BACKGROUND

(] Provincial boundary
Core Cape Floristic Region

CiITY OF CAPE TOWN
IN NUMBERS

4756 255

estimated population in 2022

\ 3740 025
A

estimated population in 2011
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« Southern-most metropolitan municipality in T et —
* : et g African
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CITY OF CAPE TOWN 66%

2445 km? » 1,8% total size of WC of WC population krm?

« Situated in the Western Cape Province - 1 of 9
« Size - 2 450 km?
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CHALLENGES

Cape Town faces significant municipal challenges, primarily driven by
severe spatial inequality, safety and security issues, infrastructural
backlogs, and climate vulnerabilifies.

Maijor issues include heatwaves in summer, vulnerability to droughts,
severe storms, fires (over 4 000 structural fires (formal and informal
settlements) and over 8 000 vegetation and bushfires per year), land
invasions, species loss, illegal dumping, pollution, waste management,
affordable housing shortages, poverty, unemployment (26.8%), spatial
segregation crisis, billing and service inefficiencies.

The city experiences significant ongoing net inward migration of
about 40 000 people per year. Hoping on a better life and finding a
job (economic opportunities).

Cape Town is the best run metropolitan municipality in South Africa
and we will continue tackling these challenges with ‘can do’
aftitfude. Like we defeated a multi-year “Day Zero' draught (2015 to
2018). This once-in-a-century weather event brought the city to the
brink of running out of municipal water. But together we made it
through. We also managed the Covid 19 challenges by re-setting our
operating models. We are indeed a City of Hope. Making progress
possible — Together.



BEST RUN CITY IN SOUTH AFRICA

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN (IDP

 Six priorities identified in the IDP, with programmes to
deliver on them in support of the vision of a City of Cly of Cope Toum vilon
Hope.

Pubic Space, Environment and Amenities

« Objective 9: Healthy and Sustainable Environment

* 9.1 Environmental management 3top tior prlorities
« 9.1.A. Biodiversity Management S
« 9.1.B. Green Infrastructure

Objective 10: Clean and Healthy Waterways and Beaches

» 10.1 Healthy urban waterways

« 10.1.B. Waterway rehabilitation 3 foundations

* 10.2 Coastal programme
 10.2.A. Coastal infrastructure

Objective 11: Quality and Safe Parks and Recreation
« Facilities supported by Community Partnerships.

ECONOMIC
GROWTH

BASIC

SAFETY SERVICES

PUELIC SPACE,
HOUSING ENVIRONMENT TRANSPORT
AND AMENITIES

A CAPABLE AND COLLABORATIVE CITY GOVERNMENT



WHAT MAKES CAPE TOWN UNIQUE?

* Unique natural and cultural heritage

* Most biodiverse city globally

« Ramsar Wetland City with large river and wetland network
« 307 km coastline — of which the City manages 240 km

* More than 1 350 ha natural public green space

« Table Mountain National Park

« More than 55 000 ha mostly publicly owned, accessible
protected areas

« 2 World Heritage Sites (TMNP, Robben Island)
* 1 Ramsar site
* 14 district parks

« 354 greenbelts
« 16 Local Nature Reserves with 8 more to be proclaimed




A NATIONAL
PARK IN A CITY
AND ALSO A
WORLD HERITAGE
SITE




CAPE POINT

TABLE
MOUNTAIN
NATIONAL

PARK




e ROBBEN ISLAND - WORLD HERITAGE SITE

STAD KAAPSTAD
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CITY OF CAPE TOWN NATURE RESERVES

16 LOCAL NATURE RESERVES WITH 8 MORE TO BE PROCLAIMED
ONE OF THE RESERVES IS ALSO A RAMSAR WETLAND



AMAZING PLANTS & ANIMALS

Chacma baboon (Papio ursinus)

Wine cups
(Geissorhiza radian)

African penguin
(Spheniscus demersus)

-~

Western leopard toad
(Amietophrynus pantherinus)

Daisy
Steirodiscus speciosus




AMAIZING PEOPLE &
HERITAGE

3: » Histowy of the ¥ 3 \\w, P

“NAAPSE KLOPSE ™. :Q

CAPE MINSTRELS

o Oviginated from enslaved Africans
# Cage Towm

» bvphed by African QQ

Americs minstrel hows
p ) — o First New Year's patades in Caps Town
" o Cokbration of Emancipation & musical freedom

WY : P e
CARNIVAL TRADITION 1940:-1960s
» Growth of colourful troupes & competaicns TWHITES
* oric sati sults, face paint & parasnls ¥ .' QNLVA -
MODERN REVIVAL  1990s-PRESENT APARTHEID ERA 1950 PRESENT

» Reyhtallzation & community unity L,l e ‘ o Resdienice & culural pride
* Annual Tueede Nuwe Jaar colebeations 1 L S 4 under apartheld
> © Parades defied segregation laws

Culture & Legacy 3
o Music, Dance & Heritage
. Sy'nb:xhd Hop= & Joy
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https://groundup.org.za/article/lottery-and-missing-minstrel-museum/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
2030

Cape Town's tourism economy flourishes, consistently
recording above-average growth in revenues and
employment, underpinned by environmental sustainability
and community support for tourism.

Tourism remains a cornerstone of Cape Town's economy. the
sector contributed an estimated R23 billion in gross value
add and directly employed 106 358 people, equivalent to
6,2 % of total employment in the city.

International tourist arrivals to increase at a compound
average growth rate of 6% per annum from 1.40 million to
1,87 million.

Domestic tourist arrivals to increase at an average 5% per
annum from 1.44 million to 1.84 million.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/25779097@N08/2418536788
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Responsible Tourism
'..“ Cape Town

RESPONSIBLE TOURISM CHARTER

Building a resilient city on the back of responsible tourism
principles

Building destination confidence and expanding community
readiness

Encourage the youth to consider tourism as a career through
the schools programme, skills programmes and learnerships

Launched the Responsible Tourism Charter and Pledge
programme to unite industry, government and community
efforts

Support the Tourism Law Enforcement Unit and Band Aid
Assistance Programme

Develop aresearch agenda to generate relevant data and
projections

Air access expansion and growth into direct flights, increased
passenger arrivals and growth in cargo

Cruise Cape Town: growth as a port city and regional hub



GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAMME
(GIP) CAPE TOWN

Purpose:

The protection and enhancement of existing
natural assets and the promotion and
creation of new Gl assets, in order to
underpin the sustainability of Cape Town,
enhance the city’s living environment and
Improve its resilience to the effects of climate

change.
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WHY GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE MATTERS
FOR TOURISM

Green infrastructure in tourism integrates natural ecosystems - like
parks, wetlands, and restored habitats into travel destinations to boost
sustainability. By relying on nature-based solutions rather than
traditional heavy development, destinations can lower their carbon
footprints, protect local biodiversity, and provide immersive, eco-
friendly experiences for fravellers.

Climate Resilience: Natural buffers like mangroves and restored dunes
protect coastal destinations against sea-level rise and extreme
weather, safeguarding vulnerable tourism hubs.

Resource Management: Urban green spaces reduce stormwater
runoff, filter water, and lower local temperatures (mitigating urban
heat islands).

Economic Growth: Preserving and enhancing natural assets creates
direct economic justifications for protected areas, driving revenue
through eco-tourism wildlife viewing, and rural development.
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE IMPLMENTATION
PROJECTS



LIVEABLE URBAN
WATERWAYS (LUW)
PROGRAMME

The LUW programme is a
stfrategic and transversal
programme for
transformative change,
which systematically,
proactively and
collaboratively
rehabilitates waterways ~
across Cape Town using
water-sensitive design,
green infrastructure and
nature-based approaches




SOURCE TO SEA HIKING TRAILS
» SILVERMINE RIVER



DUNE
REHABILITATION
PROGRAMME




DUNE REHABILITATION SITES (AS OF 2024)

Gordons Bay Dune
Rehabilitation

Hout Bay Dune Area: 5 hectares

Rehabilitation
Areq: /

Glencairn Dune
Rehabilitation
Area: Oib-hectdares™
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DUNE REHABILITATION
TOURISM WALKWAYS TABLE VIEW BEACHFRONT




COASTAL TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES

307km coastline with beautiful beaches



6 COASTAL RESOURTS TO BE RE-DEVELOP

CITY OF CAPE TOWN
ISIXEKO SASEKAPA
STAD KAAPSTAD

7 Making progress possible. Together




BLUE FLAG
BEACHES

CITY OF CAPE TOWN
ISIXEKO SASEKAPA
STAD KAAFSTAD

BLUE FLAG BEACH AND MARINA
PROGRAMME

« An international programme
« Cape Town has 8 Blue Flag beaches
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7 Making progress possible. Together
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GREEN COAST PROGRAMME
TOURISM ROUTE DEVELOPMENT

The City's Blaauwberg Nature Reserve first Green Coast beach in SA (since
2019)

It is a national programme run by the Wildlife and Environmental Society of
SA (WESSA)




GREEN URBAN SPACES TOURISM - GREEN POINT PARK

The Green Point Park is an inner-city park, vibrant, busy and
safe space and serves all the people in the City, including tourist



GREEN POINT PARK (GPP) CREATION - SOCCER WORLD
CUP 2010 - FUNDING OPPORTUNITY

Green Goal programme
with 42 projects formed part
of the 2010 Soccer World

Cup programme




RECONFIGURED THE GREEN POINT COMMON
AND CREATED A 12.5 HA MULTI USE PUBLIC
PARK

« Biodiversity Showcase
Garden

Public art

Dog park
e LighThouse WCI”(WCIy . LObynnTh

« Springwater ponds . Play parks

* Waterwheel « Picnic areas

« Walking and cycling .
routs

Dome Education

Centre
* Parkrun « Experiential education
. Exercise garden

« Analemmatic sundial « Efc.
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DOME EDUCATION CENTRE - OPENED IN 2024
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THE EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION GARDEN (EEG)

Albert Einstein once said: “Look deep into nature, and
then you will understand-everything betfer.”

Research has shown a connection between people’s
well-being and their exposure to nature. Studies revedl
that children are hedlthier, happier and maybe even
smarter when given the opportunity to interact with
nature.

- o -.b
aAditile fifne outside is'equally beneficial fo adults’ stressy 2

ls, anéroverall healinfandwell being.




THE EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION GARDEN ELEMENTS




HERITAGE TOURISM
BO-KAAP L




masse Jep Shes  THE NELSON MANDELA IN CAPE
TOWN - LEGACY EXHIBITION

Making progress possible. Together
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THE COMPANY'S GARDEN

A HERITAGE AND NATURE HUB IN THE
MIDDLE OF A CITY

CITY OF CAPE TOWN
ISIXEKO SASEKAPA
STAD KAAPSTAD

HERITAGE SERIES: PLACES AND WALKS

NN A - >

COMPANY'S GARDEN
AND PRECINCT WALK
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THE CITY OF CAPE TOWN'S STAFF NEWSLETTER  NO 120 OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2024

" ATRIUMPH ALL ROUND

Innovation, imagination and pure genius make the new

Dome Education Centre a feat of engineering. See page 18.
!
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THE DOME EDUCATION CENTRE

COMMEMORATING THE FIRST NATION'S KHOEKHOEN
HERITAGE - IN DEVELOPMENT
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CAPE TOWN'S
UNIQUE AND
AMAZING

BIODIVERSITY

Capo Town = the most bsodiverse city
m the world! Thes may seom liko qute
a chamm, but in Cape Town this bold
statament is indoad backod by hard
tacts and ovidant in tha incredibie
natural beauty

e oty whach coeors spprmeersicly ) L e
I = home Ao avar 2 000 gt spockos el
20 fedres vrectaben fgam Avcruhendy
saven of Pena wgctsion trpes and simast 200
et poces acow eoly withn P oy Seundares
WOkl T he aev oty heeh
ML) by 3 waroty of o
I8 NSt hypes CoMmaguEnTly. W mauntnous
e contzin vory difeant Baciamly o he
owlands ¥ 0 n thooe lywiarsd anas whero tham e
Doon eI E Acicre Nabeat harvdorraton axdly
P I Oy el S CLNGOrwilon oo
O e 300 (et SOoowss DN aw Chicortod & oyt
BATAONOn wih CaMCTIN wihen (o SHx TN TSR EeTy
Aoout BN TOce wtnit avec
Tho Eiveesty o RabiE H50 DIBROE 3 woaln of
SVITELE tana An nCrelse [ RARICLS TPeoes
o maTmy ooas witen Cape Town's munopa’
Doendases The Ptk surmonn datanc
wwrehs wrh @ Gretd Case chawiess ol
IV ey DAY HPEOROEAT S o] 00 )
EI000C! TG wavn K003y COTHVT N 90 bnons
DO 1 POOc SImEreisd weat N adooon
400 twd spocen. 7 roptie poces
22 28 spores of hog aleo cal the sty hane
Ackcaruirgdy, 1our of the S GO 1T oncorre: %0
B oy atich rezris ficy ac basd nowtese ke
00 w0 g K e veneleaies Wi
0 B o 3 IS ORS Yy
aaTemoly ek
The semenes one unaueness of I oty's
o arratic boder ey B aseowkatsod by D
ex? ol Hors aru o IUAS (rmpcrtasd b and
Drcrhver sty arrs) ahd J (el sk Wit Gage
Tormen 1) a0ihon, T DRaseher e ey ves ok
o ety Berntaress G Vom0 e ot of Tee
£330 Hosk HOGon wives NS Doon anokend 3 Workd
HOOEIge £ G 0 8 Seat. onn of the st oomms
of Eyiesingd Sexdvorsdy on Latn The syyviarce of
B wrlancs: contared witn Se oy has ko boon
LAt Froast e awar fod Mo Wt Coy

S augTerarg the cantng dcaesaanad T dse
Uay Nuturs Fleseree Iearsar ste. These Ravoa
ST T TR N P Bony) Sesgretod 1 De
L e e e R L e
Hammes comayieon

100 Caty of G300 10w 31 I COnsnevatan
PIAROr hows tnon aosctive in the proonttv
peotecton of s imenenen azhe) hortagrn
Thoss 3o curanty n cacone of (4. 000 Az P00
corcorvelan czisls 1 Cape Town, aad! ol Sands
@rc on dock Byng ke 300sa somarny cecaly
ergarirt Dodwersty s The Oy of Cape Tows
o the cusiodin of 71 mure v which
A0 St FOM 008 1 3 00 Mt
HESEAVe 10 THe STl Jrv] Lnbeae X4 R Honortden
NAOD HOsar A Wy SO OREDNGIen
ERPRINIENNG DETEYFTIT T (AT OF o

our umgue naard hortage n Cape Town £ ws oo in
saman & sasdaratdc oty s Po hase ad nords
br Uue oronasces of noeckr s 3 vedkrs b
crgay and Dore hoen Tan breense ocdher sy

TH0 eI Orwd G TV COPRAIE
206 RCER IO CONCEA I (L DI n e gy
N IROOEO NeBe) Heee

Tho wodd s Srcles (G e Secriang ot
|Frakn actnaty). Thas cnticaly endorgprod specen
=anly tound = Oape Sown and the papuston o e
wic docdrod 1o awy o ndwcdasn Thmah rises
murugrmend Pen s now 13 phat i he widt Sy
Ty e s studer?

TOURISM PROMOTIONAL PUBLICATIONS
HERITAGE AND BIODIVERSITY ARTICLES
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THOUGHT GREEN POINT
PARK COULDN'T BE
MORE PERFECT?
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TOURISM PROMOTIONAL PUBLICATIONS
HERITAGE AND BIODIVERSITY ARTICLES
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WAY FORWARD

New project identification

Tourism linked green
infrastructure programme
development

Budget allocations

Human resources
development and job creation

Public participation processes

Increase environmental
education and capacity
building programmes ~_~

Training programmes e.g.
Tourism, plant propagation,
horticulture and small business
development learnerships to
empower community
members and creating
economic opportunities




WESTRIDGE PARK EDUCATION CENTRE AND OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM DEVELOPMENT IN MITCHELL'S PLAIN



CONCEPT DESIGN
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ANY QUESTIONS?
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