
NBS 
OPPORTUNITY 
SCAN

Identifying nature-based solutions in 
cities 



PILLAR 2 
OPERATIONS 

Supported 80 projects, 
40 active engagements

per fiscal year

PILLAR 3 
PARTNERSHIPS 

30 active technical partnerships

PILLAR 1 
KNOWLEDGE 

Key knowledge adopted by 
Governments and Industry Leaders 

(more than 75,000 downloads)

NATUREBASEDSOLUTIONS.ORG

GPNBS provides technical support to 
integrate NBS at scale



NBS knowledge

NATUREBASEDSOLUTIONS.ORG



• Spatial identification of NBS investment 

opportunities

• Applicable in any city in the world

o Based on globally available geospatial 

(earth observation) data  

• Designed as on-demand service with rapid

4–6-week turnaround 

• Conversation starter with governments in 

projects investing in NBS

https://naturebasedsolutions.org/opportunity-scan

Supporting Identification 
of NBS Investments



STEP

Understanding 
the Problem

1
STEP

Mapping NBS 
Suitability

2
STEP

Modeling NBS 
Benefits

3
STEP

Decision Support 4



Impact to Date

Coastal NBSOS Urban NBSOS

Delivered in more than 120 

cities  in 45 countries 

Informed $1.8 billion in World Bank 

project components containing NBS

Identified investments for 11 out of 

the 40 World Bank projects with 

NBS components approved in 2023 

and 2024



NBS for What? NBS
Benefits

Social 
Interaction

Biodiversity

Water Quality

Tourism and 
Recreation

Carbon 
Sequestration

Droughts

Erosion/
Landslides

Flood 
Reduction

Health

Heat mitigation

Sustainable 
Mobility

Resources/Jobs



Implementation 
support

Feasibility studies, DeDs, 
bidding documents for 
works, capacity building, 
monitoring & evaluation

Technical 
Studies

Multi-disciplinary studies to understand NBS for 
resilience investment opportunities at pre-FS level
Complementing flood risk & institutional assessments 

Time 

1 - 2 MONTHS 8 – 12 MONTHS < BANK EXECUTED

How the NBSOS supports the integration of NBS

NBS Opportunity 
Scan

In-house analytics for 
identification of 
investment 
opportunities

RECIPIENT EXECUTED >

Design reviews and 
other implementation 

support

40%

Informing 
(pre)feasibility 

studies

70%

Identification of 
investments

80%

Awareness and 
stakeholder 
engagement

80%



NBSOS as a service:  Implementation of 

the NBSOS thr ough a technical  partner

Faci l i tate  jo int  learning and r eflection:  

Use case ident ification,  best  pr actices 

development ,  improve me nt  and 

upscal ing potent ial

Support work on public dissemination of 

the NBSOS,  with support  by the Gat es 

Foundation

NBSOS SCALE-UP

GFDRR

• Support identification of 
development partners

• NBSOS tool, training and 
technical support

Technical Partner

• NBSOS implementation
• Facilitate joint learning and 

reflection

• Facilitate NBSOS process

Development 
partners

• Support project and 
activities (comms etc.)

• Support identification of 
development partners

ESA



Training 1st set of cities Extension

June 2025
Kick-off

June 2026
1st Feedback Workshop

September 2025 December 2026September 2026
Launch & Training event

NBSOS SCALE-UP

Extension with additional  7-10 

cit ies: 2  slots for GEF

Disse mination of the 

NBSOS  as digital  publ ic good

NBSOS Training Event  



Boris van Zanten
bvanzanten@worldbank.org

Alida Alves
aalvesbeloqui@worldbank.org

Brenden Jongman
bjongman@worldbank.org

www.naturebasedsolutions.org
THANK YOU
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