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Outline
1. Why are cities facing increasingly complex urban challenges?

2. Why are fragmented urban responses often insufficient?

3. How can green infrastructure be planned as connected urban systems?

4. How can green infrastructure support livability, tourism, and economic development?

5. How can cities move from planning to implementation?
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Cities are facing increasingly complex urban challenges

In recent decades…

•  Global urban population has more than quadrupled

•  Cities are generating  ~70% of global CO₂ emissions and consuming  ~75% of global energy

•  By 2050, nearly 70% of the global population will live in urban areas

•  Urban expansion is intensifying heat stress, flooding, ecosystem fragmentation, and infrastructure 
pressures

•  Climate risks are increasing in frequency and intensity across many urban regions

Frequency of extreme hot months per year, 2011-2020 Frequency of extreme dry months per year, 2011-2020
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Urban challenges are increasingly interconnected 



Fragmented Urban Responses often fail to Address Systemic 
Urban Challenges 



Planning Green Infrastructure As Connected Urban Systems



Green Infrastructure as a Driver of Livability, Tourism, and Economic 
Development 



Moving from Planning to Implementation 



Thank you!


