


A PANU is the newest category of protected wildlife area in 
Costa Rica, conceptualized for the protection, management, 
rehabilitation and use of green spaces in urban areas. It 
includes terrestrial or coastal ecosystems of scenic, 
biological, recreational and ecotourism value, which are 
important for ecosystem conservation and human well-being 
(Executive Decree No. 42742-MINAE).

In accordance with the IUCN Guidelines for Apllying Protected 
Areas Management Categories, PANUs correspond to 
Category IV, which is characterized by areas that have 
undergone substantial modifications and require the 
protection of remaining fragmens with or without intervention.   

¿What is an Nature
Urban Park (PANU)?



PANU: A NEW CATEGORY 
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
URBAN PROTECTION

• The legal framework of a PANU was established  
through Decree No. 42742-MINAE, in February 
2021 

• Two PANUs have being created:

• Simón Bolívar Nature Urban Park Executive 
Decree No. 44896-MINAE, 18th February 2025

• Lorne Ross Nature Urban Park Executive 
Decree: No. 45316-MINAE, 2nd December 2025  
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C O N S E R V A T I O N  O F  4  U R B A N  W E T L A N D S :  L A K E S  A N D  M A R S H E S
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BENEFITS FOR BIODIVERSITY

• Protects the remaining fragments of the montane and 
premontane tropical forests of Costa Rica and its native flora and 
fauna

• Strengthens the connectivity of ecosystems through urban 
biological corridors. 

• Contribute to carbon capture, helping mitigate climate change



HUMAN HEALTH BENEFITS

• Improve physical and mental health by providing safe spaces for 
recreation in contact with nature

• Support ecotourism and a green economy

• Provides essential ecosystem services in urban areas:
✔ air quality  ✔ rain infiltration   ✔ shade

• Reduces climate change related risks - flooding and urban heat
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River Interceptors to 
reduce plastic pollution 
in the city and the ocean

• TEVU has installed three river interceptors: Virilla 
River, Pirro River and Toyogres River

• Together these barriers have collected more than 
3 tons of plastics, all leaked from the Central Valley 
Great Metropolitan Area.

• Most plastics have been reinserted in a circular 
economy system, by fixing it in concrete structures 
(1-3 % Resin8 technology by CRCD and Pedregal)

• Benefits: decreased plastic pollution in rivers, 
coastal and marine ecosystems. Improved scenic 
beauty in urban rivers.



Virilla River



Toyogres River Pirro River



Thank you for 
your attention


